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Investment in production capacity in recent years has been weak, and this has meant that the West European BOPP film industry, which once led the world in terms of its size, now only accounts for % of the total installed capacity in 2014. The only new capacity in the past few years has been installed by Polibak in Turkey.
The region has also moved from historically being a net exporter of BOPP film to a net importer with volume now being supplied in increasing quantities from the Middle East and Asia. World BOPP Film Market Trends to 2016
West European Capacity and Production
The West European BOPP film industry is highly fragmented and is one of the most competitive market places in the world with capacity divided between 26 film producers. The table below is based on current producers and shows the positions they would have had if the assets they have now (in 2014) were available to them in 2009. It also shows any plans for new film extrusion capacity over the next five years that have been officially announced. As a region, production capacity utilisation rates continued in 2014 to be relatively poor, despite film extrusion lines being closed and extended shutdowns for maintenance by some producers to balance weak demand.
The West European BOPP film industry produced an estimated 831,000 tonnes of film in 2014 and exported to other regions around % of this total. West European producers' domestic sales made up % of regional demand in 2014, down from an estimated % only four years ago. Imports from other regions were significantly up in 2014 but this was mainly low-cost films from the Middle East and Asia.
West European Producer Profiles
3M, in Italy, operates at least one Brückner 6.2m wide line in Italy with capacity to produceup to 10,000 tpa of base films for a wide range of in-house produced tapes and . other industrial products Ahlstroem Oy in Finland has a 3.5m wide Brückner line capable of producing up to….. 2,000 tpa of film used for flexible packaging and base films for industrial products produced in-house.
Greece-based, adhesive tape producer Atlas Tapes has capacity of around 2,000 tpa. All of its production is tape base for in-house use.
US-based flexible packaging supplier BemisCurwood has closed its subsidiary Bemis Le Trait which was producing about ……2,000 tpa of shrink BOPP film in France.
Italy-based, Bimo Italia S.p.A., has a capacity of 52,000 tonnes per annum. The majority of Bimo's production is in coextruded transparent film with the remaining volumes being either non-heat sealable/one layer heat sealable or metallised films. The company is the only producer in Europe using simultaneous stretching lines making balanced films for shrink applications.
Casfil is a BOPP and CPP film producer based in Portugal. It has installed a 6.6m wide Brückner line with an effective capacity of 15,000 tpa. It produces and converts films for a range of food, non-food, surgical and medical applications as well as carrier bags. The company has announced an investment in a new 8.7 metre wide 36,000 tpa BOPP film line from Brückner, which is expected to be on-stream early-2015. The additional capacity will be used to supply both domestic and export BOPP film demand, although domestic demand has currently stalled as a result of Portugal's economic crisis, as well a slowdown in converter exports.
In addition to BOPP film, Casfil is a producer of CPP film, LLDPE and barrier films for applications in the packaging, industrial, agricultural, and medical sectors. The company has a CPP film capacity in the region of 4,000 tonnes per annum with production being largely transparent for end use markets including bread packaging and vegetable overwrap. 
World BOPP Film Market Trends to 2016
Crystal Amaranth bought in October 2010 the Treofan owned plant in Liège, Belgium. This plant has two lines with combined capacity of 30,000 tpa.
Hellenic Petroleum subsidiary Diaxon Plastic Packaging continues to dominate domestic BOPP film capacity in Greece, via its two 6.6m wide Brückner lines with combined nameplate capacity of 25,000 tpa. Diaxon's production includes standard coextruded, and non-heat sealable films. The company produces 3,000 tpa of metallised films on one metalliser and the balance of production is transparent films (no white).
Spain-based Ervisa (Extrusión de Resinas Vinílcas, S.A.) was created in 1979 as a manufacturer and converter of plastic films. It has one 6.0m DMT line of 20,000 tpa capacity which came in stream in late 2003. The company supplies a range of flexible packaging films but claims to specialise in graphic arts with thin films suitable for wet and dry lamination.
Fibope is the Portuguese subsidiary of Intertape Polymer Group of Canada. It produces PE and PP biaxially oriented films through the 'double bubble' production process that is largely used in the shrink film market. The company has one small 2,000 tpa production line.
Innovia Films is now the sole producer of BOPP films in the UK and has a plant in Belgium. It has total European capacity of some 75,000 tpa:
Wigton, UK Innovia Films has capacity of 60,000 tpa at its Wigton plant from 11 BOPP bubble film lines. It is the only major tubular blown BOPP film producer in Western Europe and is one of only two significant
The company specialises in coated BOPP films, tailoring producers of blown BOPP films in the world. the performance of base films to meet specific product needs.
The company has three coating lines as well as one metalliser (and also uses some toll metallising) in Wigton and, behind Jindal, is the second largest supplier of coated films worldwide. It is also the second largest cellulose film supplier in the world, with operations in the UK and USA.
Merelbeke, Belgium Innovia Films also has BOPP film production assets in Merelbeke (Belgium) with current annual production capacity of around 15,000 tonnes from two big bubble lines.
Jindal Films acquired the ExxonMobil BOPP film business, in Europe and the US in 2013. The acquisition, valued at US$235 million, includes ExxonMobil's US facilities and all three of the company's European plants (Exxon Mobil's Canadian plant has been closed as a result of the acquisition).
The purchase of ExxonMobil's BOPP film business made Jindal the world's largest BOPP film producer in terms of installed production capacity. The company now operates six global BOPP film production facilities across three regions. In Europe it has 140,000 tonnes of capacity across three plants:-Virton, Belgium In 1980, Mobil Plastics Europe Inc. started commercial production of BOPP film in Belgium and today this . The majority of Virton's output is coated labels and plant has capacity of around 54,000 tpa coated food packaging with labels accounting for around a third of total output and food packaging . accounting for the remainder. The Virton site is also home to four large aqueous coaters as well Kerkrade, Netherlands ExxonMobil's Kerkrade plant has BOPP film capacity of 41,000 tpa over three lines, specialising in non-coated films for food packaging.
Brindisi, Italy In 2014, this plant had an estimated 45,000 tpa capacity on two lines. This plant also has two metallisers and a coater and is ExxonMobil's main metallising plant.
Kopafilm Elektrofolien GmbH started extruded BOPP films in 1980 and is a manufacturer of BOPP capacitor films in Germany. Sales are predominantly into the capacitor industry, but very thin (down to 4 or 5 micron) and highly transparent packaging grades are also supplied. After a second line was installed in 1986 the company now has two 3.3m wide Brückner lines with capacity to produce 4,000 tpa.
Manucor S.p.A., formerly known as Manuli Films, started as a self-adhesive tape producer in 1987 but has become one of Europe's leading BOPP film manufacturers with production capacity of around 100,000 tonnes per year at its site at Sessa Aurunca in Italy. Majority owned by Equinox Investment, with minor stakes held by the bank Intesa San Paolo and the Manuli family, in November 2009 the Italian packaging group Reno de Medici took a 23% share in the business.
The company has five lines at its plant in central Italy producing transparent, metallised and white / opaque films. It also has three metallisers with a combined capacity of 12,000 tonnes and another . metalliser will be commissioned in 2015. In 2014, they exported from Italy about 55% of their output Food packaging end uses, including labels, account , with adhesive tapes and for 75% of total output flowerwrap accounting for the balance.
Italian-based, adhesive tape producer NAR S.p.A. has capacity of around 4,000 tpa. All of its production is tape base for in-house use.
Polibak Plastik Film San ve Tic. AS is a subsidiary of the Bakioglu Group of companies and is based in Turkey. It currently has four BOPP film lines with combined capacity of 80,000 tpa, with another line coming on stream at the end of 2015. The new 8.7m BOPP film line from Brückner reportedly has a nameplate capacity of 50,000 tpa (with effective capacity likely to be considerably lower than this), with production mainly targeted at flexible packaging applications. The line will be housed in a new facility alongside the company's existing plant in Izmir, Western Turkey.
In terms of product mix, around half of Polibak's production is in transparent film with the balance being metallised films (the company has four metallisers, which are operating at full capacity) and white opaque films. The main end use market served is food packaging, which accounts for just under 80% of total output, with labels, flower wrap, textile bags and book covers making up the additional volumes. In addition to BOPP films, Polibak also operates a 3,000 tpa CPP film line.
Polinas Plastik San ve Tic AS has production capacity in Turkey of 105,000 tpa on its six lines ─ four are Mitsubishi lines, one Brückner and one from Dornier. The company has recently announced that it is to invest €40 million in a new 8.7 metre BOPP film line with an annual capacity of around 40,000 tonnes. According to the company the line is due to start in Q1, 2015. Production is expected to be largely targeted at export markets. In addition to film production the company has 16,000 tpa of metallising capacity and is a leading supplier of metallised films.
Over 60% of their sales are into food packaging applications with labels and tape important applications. Exports account for around 35% of sales, of which a majority goes to Western and Eastern Europe.
Polinas is also a significant supplier of BOPET films after it bought Italy's M&G Group's Nuroll BOPET film subsidiary. Nuroll's annual BOPET production capacity is around 20,000 tonnes. Polinas plans to grow a BOPET film business in Turkey and neighbouring countries by capitalising on Nuroll's expertise.
European BOPP film capacity at Polipropileno de Galicia (Polipropileno de Galicia) was around 54,000 tpa in 2014 and was located at two plants:
Corunna, Spain Capacity at this plant remained unchanged at . The 24,000 tpa from its two 6m wide Brückner lines company also has three metallisers.
Arcos de Valdevez, Portugal In addition to the Spanish facility, they have a Portuguese operation with an 8.2m wide 3-layer 30,000 tpa Brückner line that was commissioned in July 2008. This operation supplies mainly packaging grades.
Portuguese film manufacturer, Polivouga Indústria de Plásticos S.A is set to enter the BOPP film sector with the introduction of a new BOPP film line. The new 6.6 metre wide Brückner line, with a . nameplate capacity of 24,000 tonnes p.a. is expected to come on stream in late 2015 / early 2016
The company is already a producer of shrink film, stretch film and various multi-layer films for food packaging applications as well as films for the agricultural and industrial sectors, and for plastics bags. Polivouga reportedly has a strong export focus.
Italian adhesive tape producer SICAD has one 12,000 tpa film line, used entirely for in-house . production of base films for adhesive coating. It has no sales of base films to outside customers Superfilm San ve Tic. AS belongs to the Sanko Group of companies and has three Brückner lines with combined capacity of 70,000 tpa, having had a third line come on stream in 2005. The company was in discussions to add a fourth line (40,000 tpa) in 2014, but nothing was bought. The company has also invested in a 6,000 tpa CPP high barrier line and an 18,000 tpa BOPET line. They also have five metallisers with combined capacity of 28,000 tpa and two coating lines.
The majority of Superfilm's output is for food packaging applications (80%), although labels and textiles are also important end use markets. In 2014, Superfilm exported 60% of its total output, 80% of which went to other West European destinations with the remainder exported to the Middle East, Africa and North America.
Finland-based Terichem -Tervakoski Oy is working with Chemosvit in the field of capacitor films. Sources suggest it has 2,000 tpa of BOPP film capacity in Tervakovski, Finland. It is believed it produces base film for its own in-house metallising operations.
Ti Italy is owned by UAE-based BOPP film giant Taghleef Industries and has four BOPP film lines with total capacity of 65,000 tpa at the company's plant in northeast Italy -three 8.0m lines and one 4.0m line. One of the 8.0m lines was upgraded in January 2010 to produce five-layer films. These films are used for products such as wrappers for chocolates and ice cream as well as labels.
One of their older lines was converted into a BOPLA film line in 2010 with a subsequent reduction in BOPP film capacity. They started producing in August 2010 with maximum capacity of around 3,500 tpa.
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Taghleef Industries also recently acquired the Spanish-based BOPP film manufacturer, Derprosa Films from the 3i Group, Baring Private Equity and other minority shareholders. The company produces speciality films for applications including luxury packaging, labels, book publishing, digital printing, and large-format printing. Over recent years Derprosa has emerged as a leading supplier of speciality films through the restructuring of the business and increasing focus on international expansion and the development of high margin products.
Capacity is around 22,000 tpa on the company's two lines at its Alcalá la Real (Jaen) plant. Approximately 60% of their output is exported with a vast majority of volume going to West European customers. The company has aqueous coating film capacity of 2,500 tpa, which is used for acrylic and PVdC coated films but these only account for 2 -3% of total sales. In addition the company has a 4,000 tpa extrusion coating line for the production of thermal BOPP and BOPET print lamination films which is now the focus of their activity.
Toray Plastics Europe, based in France, started BOPP film production on its new BOPP film line in a specially built plant in February 2010, located alongside the company's existing BOPET film plant in Saint Maurice de Beynost. The plant has a capacity of 20,000 tpa with all output being metallised films. Toray already has its own metallising capacity in France and produce metallised films using the US technology.
The main uses for the films are potato chip bags, other dehydrated products and various stand up pouches. The plant produces both heat sealable and non-heat sealable films.
Treofan has been reducing capacity over the years by selling plants which do not fit its current business strategy and in 2014 it had factories in two countries in Western Europe:
Neunkirchen, Germany This plant has an effective capacity of 70,000 tpa and produces BOPP film on six lines in a wide range of thicknesses and finishes; two of the lines are for capacitor films. The lines include two producing speciality films for packaging and labels, three for capacitor films and one producing The plant's current output includes white/opaque films, TreoPore films for battery separators. including gloss voided / white opaque material and transparent films for various applications including packaging, labels (including in-mould and wraparound labels), tobacco films, and capacitor films.
The plant continues to supply significant volumes to customers in Western Europe, although Eastern Europe, where there is higher market growth, will continue to be an important target market for films.
Treofan is set to have a new BOPP film line come on stream at its Neunkirchen, Germany plant in mid-2015. The new 8.7 metre wide Andritz line, dedicated to the production of thicker BOPP films, will have a nameplate capacity of 30,000 -35,000 tpa depending on the film thicknesses produced. Like
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Italy Treofan has two BOPP film plants operating in Italy:
 Battipaglia with capacity of 27,000 tpa.
 Terni with capacity of 39,000 tpa.
Treofan has four BOPP film lines across these two BOPP film plants with combined nameplate capacity of 66,000 tpa.
Vibac has two Italian BOPP film plants with total BOPP film capacity of 122,000 tonnes per annum after increasing the capacity of their recently restarted L'Aquila plant.
The majority of film produced by Vibac is transparent, accounting for just under 75% of sales, with the balance being metallised. The main end use application for Vibac is food packaging although some volumes are also used to service applications including adhesive tape, labels and non-food applications such as textile bags. At least 60% of Vibac's total Italian output is exported, of which 75% is sent to other West European countries with the remainder going to Eastern Europe.
The company now only manufactures BOPP film in Europe having sold its two North America plants to Amtopp.
Wipak Walothen GmbH is located at Walsrode and now has only one BOPP film line with nameplate
. A third of production is for captive / internal use, with the balance exported. All capacity of 16,000 tpa Wipak Walsrode's output is transparent, with some volumes sometimes being metallised externally.
West European Trade in BOPP Films
In 2015, Western Europe changed from being a net exporter of films to other regional markets and has now become in net importer, albeit a small one. During the last five years the euro has strengthened against the US dollar ─ making exports more expensive and Asian and Middle Eastern sources have targeted the low-priced volume commodity film market. Increases in domestic capacity and production in West European producer's traditional export markets has meant export volume becoming scarcer, especially for those companies exporting commodity films.
Of the world total traded between regions, West European BOPP film producers accounted for 20% of the 675,000 tonnes estimated to have been shipped in 2014 between regions (down on the volume seen in 2008). A majority of exports were sent to Eastern Europe and new markets in Central & East Asia with volume to the Middle East and Africa falling as new BOPP film capacity has been started up in the region.
In 2014, importers managed grow their share of West European consumption to 18%, mainly supplying commodity films for the bottom end of the market but as quality levels have improved at foreign producers the market has seen increasing volumes of general flexible packaging grades as well.
Over the next five years, we expect West European producers to continue to export speciality films (e.g. white opaque metallised, high barrier metallised, and high speed tobacco and capacitor films) to other regions but imports are likely to remain at a high level. With newer film extrusion equipment now being installed we expect that it will be more cost competitive and the new capacity will hold the level of imports at current levels. The volume of imports of commodity films is likely to also reduce in the future as the foreign exporters withdraw into their own domestic markets, which are growing faster than markets in Western Europe. E.Europe 26%
West European Demand by Country
Over the last five years, BOPP film demand in the West European region has grown and then declined in volume so that the 2014 market of 852,000 tonnes was about the same size as it was in 2006.
Turkey is now the largest individual market in the region, accounting for around 24% of regional demand for BOPP films. Flexible packaging converting is by far the largest application, with demand servicing local packers as well as printed films being exported to EU, East European and North African markets.
The Italian market is home to Europe's large vertically integrated adhesive tape producers which have historically accounted for a high proportion of demand, as well as a converting industry that exports significant quantities of printed /laminated BOPP films. However, both these sectors of the Italian market are coming under threat and in 2014 Italian BOPP film consumption fell, as it did in other countries.
Germany is the next largest market and the UK/Ireland, once a major market, has lost volume and now ranks only fourth in terms of size.
Future consumption growth in the region is expected to be driven by some bounce back of consumption in the EU after the financial crises currently facing the region (when is difficult to predict), greater demand for packaging and development of the retail sectors of countries in southern Europe and Turkey; more convenience sought from packaging; and the growing use of BOPP films in labelling.
However, despite these positive drivers, the rate of future growth is predicted to be only 2.6% per annum over the next five years. The West European BOPP film market has traditionally been the world home of coextruded films where their use in heat sealable, carrier webs and cold seal coating is widespread and has been evident for over 35 years. In 2014, coextruded films accounted for 59% of the market volume and were available in a wide variety of formats -transparent, white, pearlised, metallised, matt, low temperature sealing, high speed, 5-and 7-layer, thick and thin, etc. NHS packaging films accounted for 23% of West European demand in 2014 and has been the sector of the market that has been most threatened by low cost imports, as most BOPP film producers are very capable of producing them without any difficulty. As converters sought ways to offer lower cost In addition to coextruded and non-heat sealable packaging films, the next largest volume is base films for non-packaging applications (mostly homopolymer or NHS types). These are used for a wide variety of industrial end uses, including adhesive tapes, print lamination and capacitors. All of these films have special characteristics and a very different to general packaging grades:
 Adhesive tapes -MD stretch ratios different to standard films.
 Capacitors -ultra thin (<5 micron) and made in clean room conditions.
 Print lamination -transparent films down to 9 and 10 micron thickness, some with extrusion coated thermal sealing layers as well as BEING available in matt versions.
West European sales of non-packaging films have been under threat from weakening European demand from users of these films and falling export opportunities for finished non-packaging products, e.g. plastic film capacitors and adhesive tapes that have been replaced in export markets by volume from China and Taiwan. Cosmo Films and Uflex (the renamed Flex Industries), both India based companies, have particularly enjoyed success selling print lamination films in Europe in recent years but print finishing using these films is becoming less important in the European market -book AND magazine publishing is moving to the Far East.
The final BOPP film sector is premium priced coated BOPP films. These include transparent and white & opaque oxygen barrier films (coated with acrylic, PVdC or PVOH) as well as films with print enhanced coatings for label printers. This sector of the market is still growing, despite the fact that they are more expensive than coextruded films, particularly at label printers where films are replacing paper labels and printers want to use the same ink systems they would use on paper (this requires a more universal surface print layer). Significant growth opportunities still exist for paper replacement in label films and there is increasing volumes of coated BOPP films used in carton overwrap in the tobacco market.
We predict further growth in West European coated film volume, but at less than the average for the market as a whole due to continued losses to coextruded films (cheaper and more widely available) being offset by volume gains in the labels and tobacco market.
Transparent, White Opaque and Metallised
Of the 852,000 tonnes of BOPP films in use in 2014, 69% of the total was plain transparent films. Transparent films are available in a number of different versions, including non-heat sealable, Being the largest sector, it is not coextruded, high speed low temperature sealing and barrier coated. surprising that volumes in this sector actually drive volume gains (or losses) in the overall market.
Metallised BOPP films account for 16% of the volume in Western Europe and have grown the fastest in terms of volume in recent years at 1.6% per annum. They have found increased use in a wide range of applications, albeit at slower rates of growth than experienced in previous years. The largest volume of metallised is to be found in the large European snacks market where reverse printed transparent coextruded BOPP films are adhesive and extrusion laminated to metallised coextruded heat sealable metallised BOPP films. Metallised BOPP films also gained ground from metallised BOPET in 2010 when prices of the latter rose dramatically.
Pearlised or white films use is now believed to have reached a level of maturity, certainly in the flexible packaging field. Over the next five years we expect white opaque film volume to continue to grow but at marginal rates, but demand could increase more significantly if some of the larger substitution opportunities in the paper label market are realised e.g. silicone release liners and beer labels. Our base case forecast does not take any of these unproven opportunities into account. World BOPP Film Market Trends to 2016
West European Demand by End Use
As is the case in most world markets, growth in the West European BOPP film market has mainly been driven by food packaging, which in 2014 accounted for 78% of BOPP film sales. In the last five years, BOPP film demand in food packaging has grown by 2% per annum as some EU economies recovered after the recession and packaged food sales again saw some consumption growth. In contrast, non-food packagers have seen some volume move offshore, e.g. pet foods and tobacco films, so this sector has underperformed growth in food packaging.
In the industrial films market, the last five years has seen Italian adhesive tape producers suffering from imported competition from Asia. This is also the case for European-produced capacitor films and films for print lamination. Traditional end use drivers in the West European market are likely to return to the market over the next five years and push overall growth rates higher:
 Growth in food packaging is likely to improve, with many of the major end uses at least returning to pre-recession rates e.g. snacks, confectionery and biscuits.
 Declines in adhesive tape and capacitor film volume are predicted as manufacturers continue to move production to Asia or their domestic volumes are attacked by low cost manufacturers in the Asia-Pacific region. 
West European Summary and Forecasts
Western Europe consumed some 852,000 tonnes of film in 2014, which was 11% of the world totalstill a significant volume to target. While being relatively recession-proof, BOPP film volumes have fallen in Western Europe for a number of reasons:
 Weakened consumer demand for packaged foods.
 Production of packaged foods moving to Eastern Europe and therefore lower BOPP film requirements from West European converters.
 De-stocking in the flexible packaging supply chain as polymer and film prices fell.
The last couple of years have confirmed the decline in importance of the West European BOPP film industry. From previously leading the world in investment in capacity and new product developments, it now clings to its expertise as a new product innovator and its well-developed but complex distribution channels to an ever-demanding and fragmented customer base to remain competitive.
The competitive environment in which film suppliers do business in Western Europe ensures that new product development is not only a good thing but essential for a supplier to compete. The market also tends to have a more fragmented customer-base than most other world regional markets which causes distribution problems and adds layers of 'extra' costs to foreign suppliers.
In fact, the West European market in terms of market volume, level of price competition and demands on film suppliers to provide unique cost-effective solutions, is probably unmatched anywhere in the rest of the world. This factor alone is what has made it difficult for foreign companies to compete at any significant level in the West European market. 
Country
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Exports from West European BOPP film suppliers are expected to continue to fall from their 2015 level as local film suppliers in export destinations begin to offer similar products and replace the volumes previously imported -even matching the quality of some of the European specialities. Imports from the Middle East and Asia will continue to grow and the region is expected to become an even larger net importer. 
